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I, 


LUCII CECILIT liber ad Dona- 
tum Confeflorem, de mortibus Perfecu- 
torum, hactenus Czlio Firmiano Lactan- 
tio afcriptus, ad Colbertinum Codicem 
denud emendatus. Acceffit Diflertatio, 
in qua de hujus libri Auctore difputatur, 
& omnia illius loca dubia, difficilia, ob- 
fcura, variaque Auctoris Opiniones ex- 
aminantur, explicantur, illuftrantur, ftu- 
dio & opera D. Nicolai le Nourry Pref- 
byteri & Monachi Ord. S. Benedicti ¢ 
Congregatione S. Mauri. 


That is, Zhe Book of Lucius Cecilius con- 
cerning the Death of the Perfecutors , hi- 
therto afcribed to Lactantius ; corrected 
from the Manufcript in M. Colbert's Li- 
brary, by Father D. Nicolas le Nourry , 
a Benedictin Monk of the Congregation of 
St. Maur : With a Differtation concerning 
the true Author of that Work, wherein the 
Editor explains the difficult Paffages of his 
Author , and enquires into his Opinions. 
Paris, 1710. in 8vo. pagg. 403. Befides 
the Preface and the Tables. 


L L the Learned know how carefully M. 
Colbert endeavoured to enrich his Library 

with the moft valuable,and moft ancient Manu- 
fcripts. This was fent to him by M. Foucault, 
who found it with feveral others in the Abbey 
of Moiffac. M. Baluxe, who had then the Di- 
rection of that Library, having examined it, 
took it to be a Piece of Lafantius , and pub- 
lifh’d ic in the Year 1679. under the Name of 
thac Author. This Book was received with 
great Applaufe, and. quickly reprinted in Eng- 
land , Sweden, and Holland. But becaufe the 
laft Editions were only publifh’d from that 
of M. Baluxze, for the Editors did not fee the 
Manufcript, which is the only one extant ; and 
becaufe the firft Edition is grown {carce, Fa- 
ther /e Nourry thought the Learned woud be 


well pleafed to have a new one, exaétly cor- 
rected from the Original. Two other Rea- 
fons moved him more powerfully to execute 
his Defign. 1. He pretends that the Learned 
have not fufficiently examin’d, whether this 
Book was written by Laétantius. 2. He be- 
lieves that thofe,who took care of the Editions, 
that came out after the firft, made an ill ufe of 
the Authority of that Writer co confirm their 
Opinions in Matters of Religion. 

The Readers will find, in che firft Place, the 
Text of that Author, revifed and correéed 
from M. Colbert’s Manufcript. The Editor has 
inferted all the various Readings, even thofe 
that appear’d to him of little Moment ; but he 
has done it, that the true ones might be more 
eafily found out. He has alfo carefully ob- 
ferved the hiatus , that are on the Edges of the 
Manufcript, which have been torn or worn out 
by Time ; that the Readers may judge of the 
Conjectures of thofe , who undertook to fill 
them up. And to fhew the Nature and Anti- 
quity of thac Manufcript, the firft Page has 
been engraved, and is to be feen here {uch as it 
is in the Original. 

Next to the Text there is aDiflertation,where- 
in 1. The Editor clears the obfcure Paflages, 
He endeavours to find out the true Opinions of 
his Author. He builds his Conjeétures upon the 
Authority of Contemporary Writers , and an- 
fwers the Objeions that may be raifed againft 
him. 2. He proceeds to examine the Manu- 
{cript, and pretends that it was written by a 

Man, who committed abundance of Miftakes, 
becaufe he did not underftand the Latin Tongue. 
He obferves thac this Work does not anfwer the 
Title, fince the Author is very fhort in what he 
fays of the firft Perfecurors ; and on the con- 
trary, very much enlarges upon Diocletian and 
his Succeflors. He undertakes to find out the 
Reafons, that moved the Author to write that. 
Book, and the Time when he went about it, 
3. Father Je Nowrry enquires whether Lattantius 
is the true Author of this Book, as ‘tis generala 
ly believed. Heis of another Opinion: The 
Title of the Book, wherein the Name of La. 
tantins does not appear, the Argument, and the 
Subje@ of the Work, have convinced him tha¢ 
this is a different Book from that, which $e. Fe. 
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some afcribes to Lactantius under this Title, De 


aaane 


particular Opinions inconfiftent with thofe of 
chat Ancient Writer. 4. The Editor gives an 
Account of the feveral Editions of that Book. 
The firft was publith'd at Paris in 1679. by M. 
2aluze, who ingenuoufly confeffes in his Pre- 
face, that having found the Manufcript full of 
Faults, he only mended thofe, that cou'd eafily 
be mended, leaving the Care of mending the 
reft to thofe, who were learned and bold 
enough to undertake it. The Second Edition 
came out at Oxford in 1680. and was procured 
by Dr. Fl] Bifhop of thac Ciry. This Work 
was publifh’d the fame Year in French at Paris 
by M. de Muucroix, Abbot of St. Hilary, and Ca- 
non of Rheims. wie 
la 1684. Mr. Thomas Spark publifh’d all the 
Works of Laé/antius, and added this Piece at 
the end. In the fame Year M. 7obn Columbus 
did the fame at Abo in Sweden. The Year fol- 
lowing, that Piece was printed at Cambridge with 
the other Works of Ladantius. M. Baudri pub- 
lith’d ic at Utrecht in 1692. Ic had been before 
tranflated intoEng!:{h by Dr.Burnet, now Lord Bi- 
fhop of Sarum ; and the French Verfion, which 
came out at Utrecht in 1687. was made from the 
Englifo Tranflation. Father /e Newrry mentions 
all chofe Editions for no other Reafon, but to 
fhew the Readers what Alterations have been 
made in that Work by thofe different Editors. 
He examines their Notes, and pretends to con- 
fure all thofe, wherein they undertook to prove 
that this Author does not Favour the Doctrines 
of the Church of Rome. | 
1. What Lucius Cecilius fays of the Time and 
the Day when Chriff died, does not agree with 
what we read about it in Ladtantius. The Edi- 
tor, who makes this Obfervation, pretends 
thac fome have vainly endeavoured to prove 
thac thefe Words, poft diem decimum Kal. April. 
lignify the fame thing as ante diem feptimum aut 
decimum Aprilis. Afterwards he examines, 
whether the Author fays that St. Peter did not 
come to Reme but under the Empire of Nero. 
2, Speaking of Meats offer’d to Idols, he 
endeavours to find out who was the firft Em- 
peror, who orderd that no Meat fhould be 
fold, before it had been prefented to the falfe 
Gods. He mentions the extraordinary Tor- 
ments, which a Mactyr endured, for tearing 
the Edié of Dicclesian ; and pretends, that there 
is no. Reafon to maintain, againit Eufebsus’s 
Opinion , that this Martyr was an obfcure 
Maa, 
+3. Difcourfing of the Power, which the 
Primitive Chriftians exerted againft the Devils 
with the Sign of che Crofs; he confutes chofe, 
who believe chat the Sign of the Crofs, which 
appeard to Conftamtine, was only a Stratagem 
of War, invented by that Emperor to encou- 
rage his Soldiers ; or a natural Phenomenon, or 
peihaps a mere Fiction, In the next place, he 
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obferves that the Primitive Chriftians had no, 
only feveral Temples and Churches, but alfo 
fome Lands ; and that Lucius Cecilius {peaks of 
Meritorious Works. 

He proceeds to confider what the Author 
fays concerning the Death of the Perfecutors, 
He examines, in the firft place, whether the 
firft Perfecution was raifed by Nero ; Whether 
that Emperor perfecuted the Church on ac. 
count of St. Peter’s Preaching ; Whether the 
Body of Nero was buried after his Death; 
Whar gave Occafion to believe that he is to be 
a Forerunner of <Artichriff ; and whether ic be 
true, as Lucius Cecilius fays, that the Church 
enjoy’d a continual Peace, from the Death of 
Domitian to the Reign of the Emperor Deeiys, 
The Editor makes feveral Obfervations upon 
what his Author fays of the Vices of Dj. 
ocletian ; of his Dividing the Empire , and of 
his Profperity till he began to perfecute the 
Chriftians: And then he enlarges upon the 
Fury of that Perfecution. He examines its 
Rife, and its Progrefs: He dwells upon the 
moft Confiderable Events ; fuch as the Deftru- 
ion of the Church of Nicomedia, the famous 
Edi@& publifh’d againft the Chriftians, the 
Death of the Wife and Daughter of that Em. 
peror, and his Eagernefs in perfuading the 
other Emperors to perfecute the Church, 

Diocletian went to Rome, to Celebrate the — 
Twentieth Year of his Reign; But not being 
able to bear the Infults of the People, he reri- 
red to Ravenna, where he had a Fit of a Dif 
eafe, which at firft appear’d to him inconfide- 
table. But perceiving that ic grew worfe, he 
refolved to leave Ravenna, and repaired to Ni« 
comedia per circuitum Ripe Strige. Father le © 
Neurry endeavours to explain thofe Words, 
which have very much exercifed the Learned. 

The Fatigue of the Journey increafed Dio- 
cletian’s Hinefs co fuch a Degree, that he was 
obliged to appear in Publick, becaufe there 
went a general Report that he was dead. He 
continued to be very Ill: Galerias came to 
him at Nicomedia,and having had a Conference 
with him, obliged him to refign the Empite. 
Lucius Cecilius relates that Converfation at large, 
Father Je Nourry finds many doubtful Circum- 
{tances in it ; and does not believe what the 
Author fays of Diocletian's Weaknefs, Groans, 
and Tears. Several Hiftorians tell us that Dio» 
cletian laid down the Imperial Dignity of his 
own accord ; and that he would not refume it, 
when it was offered him. He alfo fufpeds 
the Truth of what is faid in that Dialogue cone 
cerning the I: folence of Galerins, and the Pre- 
fence of Conjt. mtine the Great ; nor does he 
give any Credit to Ceciliws in what he fays of 
Diocletian's Death : That Account appears tohim 
inconfiftent with the Relation of other Authors. 

Father /e Nourry examines afterwards , whe- 
ther Prifca, Diocletian's Wife, and his Daughtet 
Valeria, were Chriftians, as fome believe. He 
difcovers the Reafons why Valeria refufed to 
marry Maximinus, and why that Emperor re- 
foived to put her to Death with her Mother, 
and fome other Women, for whom fhe had a 
Friendhip. — SOME 
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II. 


SOME Critical Remarks upon a Paf- 
fage in the Fourth Eclogue of Virgil, 
Communicated tothe Author of thefe Me- 
moirs, dy Dr. B™ * in a Converfa- 
tion. 


. IRGIL defcribes a New Age, which 
‘ was then beginning ; and among 
© the Wonders of thofe Happy Times, he 
© obferves that there wou'd be no more an 
©“ need of Dying Cloaths ; and that Sheep 
€ woud naturally have all manner of beau- 
© tiful Colours on their Fleeces ; fome Purple, 
© fome Scarlet, others Yellow, cc. 


© Nec varios difcet mentiri lana colores: 
© Ipfe [ed im pratis aries jam {uave rubenti 
© Murice, jam croceo mutabit vellera luto: 
© Sponte jua SANDYX PASCENTES veftiet 
{agnos. Verf. 42. & feq. 
© Such is the Reading of all the Copies now 
© extant, which has prevail’d ever fince Ve/pa- 
© fan's Time ; as it appears from Pliny the El- 
‘der, in the XXXVch Book of his Natural 
Hiftory , Chap. VI. where fpeaking of the 
Sandyx, of Sandarach, a mineral Pigment , he 
adds ; Quanquam animadverto Virgilinm exifti- 


mafje berbam id effe, ike verfu: 
© Sponte [ua Sandyx pafcentes vestiet agnos. 


When he fays that Virgil took the Sandjx to be 
an Herb, and not a Mineral, he argues from 
the Word PASCENTES, which can mean 
nothing elfe, butthae the Lambs, browfing 
upon the Sawdyx , fhou’d receive the Dye in 
their Fleeces from that Aliment. And fo Ser- 
vius, the Ancient Commentator, underftood 
it. Sandyx herba eff, fays he, de qua tingitur 
Sandycinus color. The Greek Verfion of Vir- 
i’s Words in Eufebius , de Vita Confantini, is 
o loofe and unaccurate, that no body can 
-guefs whether that Tranflator read PASCEN- 
TES, or not. 
‘ The Herb Sandyx is a mere Fidion: Such 
a Plant was unknown to all the Ancient Na- 
turalifts, and to Pliny himfelf; as it plainly 
appears from this very Paflage. And there- 
fore fome Moderns, to vindicate Vingis' have 
found faule with Pliny for drawing this Infe- 
rence, that the Poet took the Sandyx to be a 
Plant. 
* But in this they fhew no great Judgment : 
For if Virgil did not take it fo, to what pur- 
pofe did he ufe cheWord PASCENTES ? Why 
muft the Lambs take the Dye only when they 
are FEEDING? Why not alfo, when they 
are Refting in the Shade ?, Why not at Night, 
while they are in the Sheepfolds ? Whoever 
admits of che Reading PASCENTES, feeding, 
muft allow that Sandyx was the Food of the 
Lambs ; or elfe that Circumftance is wholly 
impertinent, and even abfurd, 
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* We have Reafon therefore to be difpleafed 

* with the Word PASCENTES, which necefla- 
* rily involves the moft Learned of Poets in 
* that unhappy Miftake of an Herb for a Mi- 
* neral. 

* But the worft of all is, that even allowing 
Sandyx to be a Plant, and calling He/ychius to 
the Poet’s Affiftance , who defines Sundyx, 
NvAgoy Sapvases , a fhrubby Tree, thet bas a 
Flower of Scarlet Colour; yet the Werd P_AS- 
CENTES lies open to fo many Objections, 
that we muft either find a better, or leave 
our Poet under a Cenfure very injurious to 
his great Reputation. 

* For, 1. Suppofing the Sandyx to be a Plant ; 
yet if the Lambs took that Tin@ure only 
palcentes, by feeding on it, no Italian Lambs 
cou'd have that Dye on their Fleeces : For 
’tis plain from Piiny , that Plant did not grow 
in Italy, if it grew any where ac all. And 
then, what will become of the Compliment 
to Pollio’s Son, or to Auguffus, who lived in 
Italy? Tis true, this Objection may be in 
fome meafure anfwered by the Fi@ion of a 
preceding Miracle, Verf. 39. Omnis feret om- 
nia Telus. 

* 2. By the Defcription of this Suppofed 
© Plane, Syd eov Supve'dts, it is molt likely chat 
* Sheep do not feed upon it at all : And that 
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* Food is ftill more improperly affign’d to the 


* LAMBS , than if it had been to the grown 
* SHEEP. 

‘3. Thefe Lambs, for fome Months, while 
they were fucking their Dams, mutt have 
their Fleeces of the common Natural Colour; 
and tll they were wean’d, and browfed upon 
the Samdyx, cou'd have no adventitious Dye : 
Which is a Suppodfition unworthy of Virgil. — 
* 4. Suppofing the Juice of the Sandyx dy'd 
their Fleeces ; yet PASCENTES is ignorant- 
ly put here: For the Tin@ure mutft be acqui- 
red, not only while they are FEEDING, but 
alfo afterwards, when the Nourifhment is di- 
{tributed thro’ the Body , in Ref and in Sleep. 

5. © The whole Notion of that Aliment dy- 
ing the Fleeces of Lambs is very foolifh ; for 
the Grafs, which is the greateft Part of their 
Food, wou’d more y die the Fleeces 
Green, than the Sandyx die them Scarlet. And 
when the Rams are died Murice, with Purple, 
mutt we fuppofe them to feed upon Shell-fith ? 
‘ Thefe Exceptions, and more that mighe 
be offer’d, will eafily induce one to believe; 
that Virgil cou’d not fo forget himfelf as to 
ufe here the word PASCENTES. We mutt ery 
therefore to fubfticute another Word, that will 
make a Senfe worthy of the Author, and 
plainly appear not to be a Thought lent him; 
but really his own. 

**Tis plain that by Adurex, Lutis, Sandyx; 
the Poet means fome Colours, viz. Purple; 
Yellow, Scarlet, without confidering the Ma- 
terials they are naturally made of. For ‘tis 
Nonfenfe that the real Blood of the AMurez, 
Purple-Fifh, fhoul’d come upon a Ram's 
‘ Fleece in prats ; and therefore tis the fame 
* thing in the Poet's Defign , whether Sandyx 
* be a Plant of a Mineral. “ The 
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“ The Paffage ought to be read thus , with 
“© the change of one Letter. 


 Iple fed in pratis aries Jam fuave rubenti 
© Murice, jam croceo mutabit vellera luto: 


© Sponte [ua Sandyx NASCENTES veftiet agnos. 


‘Inthis Reading every thing is juft and beauti- 
‘ful, and worthy of Virgil. After that time, 
* fays the Poet, there will be no need of dying 
© Wool with beautiful Colours. Why fo ? The 
‘Sheep fhall have their Fleeces died naturally 
and {pontaneoufly, fome of one Colour, fome 
of another. Thofe that were already in Be- 
ing,and had white Fleeces before, fhall change 
‘them IN PRATIS. But all the LAMBS, that 
‘ fhall be generated aftewards, fhall NASCEN- 
‘ TES, at their very Birth, appear beautifully di- 
“ed. The Miracle will be conftant and uni- 
* verfal. 

‘No Body will doubt of the Truth of this 
€ Corre@ion,(N4SCENTES for PASCENTES,) 
‘who confiders that other Verfe of Virgil, 
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© Georg. III. 390. about Lambs, which nafcentet 
© take a Colour from their Sires. 


© Ilum autem, quamvis aries fit candidus ipfe, 
© Nigra {ubeft udo tantum cui lingua palato, 
© Ejice, ne maculis infufcet vellera pullis 

‘ NASCENTUM 


‘ Now that the Emendation is found, it will 
© be wonder’d that the great Pliny, and XVI. A- 
* ges after him, cou’d be content with the vul. 
‘ gar Reading ; and not be able to do Right to 
‘the Author. But ’tis to be obferved, that the 
* common Copies of Virgil were very early a- 
* bufed by Tranfcribers ; as it frequently ap. 
* pears from what we read in Aulus Gellius, who 
‘ lived but a little while after P/iny, in the Reign 
© of Hadrian’. 3 





I make no doubt that the Readers wou’d be 
well pleafed to find thefe Memoirs frequently 
adorn’d with fuch Ingenious and Learned Cri- 
ticifms. Whenever l receive any thing of that 
Nature, or any other curious Piece, I fhall 
carefully impart them to the Publick. 





PARTS. 


T HE Mercure Galant , which was publifh’d Monthly 
by the late M, Deviz¢ for the fpace of Thirty Years, 
is to be continued byM. du Frefny, Valet de Chambre to the 
King. He has already put out the firft Volume for June, 
July, and Auguft ; the Second, for September and Ofober 
will come out in the beginning of November; and then 
each Mercure will conftantly appear every Month. M. du 
Fre{ny is the Author of the Amufements Serious and Comical. 
He fays in his Preface to the Mercure , that the King, who 
can cat his Eyes upon the moft Inconfiderable Things, 
without neglecting the moft Important , has been often 
pleafed to perufe his Works for his Diverfion. He has 
prefented a Petition in Verfe to the King for a Licenfe, 
which has been granted him. That Petition runs thus : 


PLACET AU ROY. 


Plaife au Roy, par Brevet, vouloir autorifer, 

Le Privilege ancien que j'ay de l’amufer. 

Plaife 4 ma Mufe auffi d’étre badine & fage. 

Plaife 4 moy, me bornant au prudent badinage, 

De ne pas reflembler 4 ces Foux ferieux, 

Qui veulent penetrer jusqu’ aux fecrets des Dieux. 
De loiier fans flater , de blamer fans médire, 

D'étre libre fans m’oublier, 

Point ridicule en faifant rire, 

Et ferieux fans ennuyer. 

En un mot plaife au Roy, que je tiche a luy plaire : 
Mais fur cout plaife au Roy mon defir de bien faire. 
Plaife au Roy mon Mercure, & de lA s’enfuivra 

Qu’ aux gens de bon efprit mon Mercure plaira. 


_M. du Frefny writes better, and is more Methodical than 
his Predeceffor, 
Marly, he took them for thofe of Parnaffus: He fancied 
that he was Mercury ; and that he faw Apolle. What pafs'd 


between him and Apollo is ingenioufly expreffed in the fol- 


lowing Verfes : 


As he was walking in the Groves of 


MERCURE ET APOLLON. 


D* N S un Bois oe, rsp revoit profondement ; 
Sa Lyre fur fon bras penchoit negligemment. 
Mercure la voit, la defire : 
Il medite un larcin : quel en fera le fruit? 
Il s’avance 4 petit bruit, 
Voila fa main fur Ia lyre. 
Mais Apollon s‘éveille , & lui prenant Ia main, 
Arrefte, quel eft ton deffein ? 
Mon deffein ? Je voulois chanter ce Roy fi fage, 
Ce Roy, dont les vertus font refpeéter les Loix. 
Alors d’un air fevere Apollon I envifage : 
Comment donc petit perfonnage, 
Dit-il, c’ eft bien 4 toy d’ attenter fur mes droits : 
C’ eft bien 4 toy vraiement d’ ofer chanter les Rois. 
Dieu des Marchands forains, va borner ton audace 
A trafiquer tant bien que mal, 
Faifant courir de place en place 
Le Sonnet & le Madrigal. 
En fidele Marchand fais ton Livre Journal ; 
Sans tromper ni furfaire, ornes ta Marchandife ; 
Sois plaifant, fitu peux; fi tu veux, moralife ; 
Sauve-toy par le Serieux, 
Lors que tu ne pourras mieux faire : 
Ouy, I’ on te permettra méme d’ étre ennuyeux ; 
Tant pis pour toy, c’ eft ton affaire, 
Mais fi ton vol audacieux 
Va jofau’ aux Rois ou jufq’ aux Dieux, 
Et fitu prens leffor en portant tes Nouvelles, 
Le grand Dieu Jupiter te rognera les ailes. 
Par ce ton menagant Mercure eft allarmé, 
Honteux, confus, il fe démonte, 
Er tachant de cacher fa honte, 
—— oe yeux ye bonnet emplumé, 
ourne je dos, veut fuir ; mais audac 
Un redoublement de zele erie: 
Le fair encore infifter. 
Non, Apollon, dit-il, je ne puis refifter, 
Par quelques Vers il faut que je me fatisface 
Le Roy m’ a fait une grace, 
Je puis fans temerité 
Chanter au moins fa bonté. 
Je dois par réconnoiflance .... 
Tais-toy, dit Apollon, le Refpe&, le Silence 
Sont les remerciemens qu’ on exige de toy: 
Faire du bien gratu, eft le plaifir du Roy. 
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